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WHY BEGIN IN THE BEGINNING?

(`:` ziy`xa) f"hd lral cec ixac
 i"yx `iany wgvi 'x mya xn`nd dfy ea aezk ,i"yx xe`ia ce`n oyep oyi cg` azk izi`xmeya xkfen epi`

i"yx ly eia` did wgvi 'x dfy `l` . . . cenlz e` yxcnexikfdle eia` cakl dvx i"yxe ,lecb ocnl did `le 
df" (.dr) f"rc `xza 'ta `iany ,epi` efe . . . jny lr dpazk`e `iyew dfi` l`y  :el xn`e exeaig zligza

 ,"ceak ezgepn ixen ia` oeyldxez lra didy gkene

(f"tw fnx `a 't) iperny hewli
wgvi x"` ,ziy`xan ligzd dnle ,mkl dfd ycgdn `l` dxezd ligzdl jixv did `l cibd eiyrn gk meyn

mieb zlgp mdl zzl enrl 

(` dyxt) dax ziy`xa
iel iax mya oipkqc ryedi iaxdn l`xyil d"awd dlib mrh dn 'ebe enrl cibd eiyrn gk (`iw mildz) gzt 

 ,ipyd meia `xapy dne ,oey`xd meia `xapyl`xyi z` oipen eidi `ly zelfne miakek icaer iptnoixne`e ,
`ld ,mkcia `id diefa `ld mz`e ,mdl oixne`e oze` oiaiyn l`xyie ,mz` miiefa ly dne` `ld mdl

 ,mzgz eayie mecinyd xeztkn mi`veid mixeztkdlhp dvxyke ,mkl dpzp dvxyk ,d"awd ly e`elne mlerd
epl dpzpe mkn. . . 

(`pi 'x a d"c ` dyxt) dax mixiyd xiy
xn` i`pi 'xdn l`xyil d"a yecwd dlb dn iptne ,mkl dfd ycgdn `l` yxcdl dkixv dxezd dzid `l 

'x ,mdl dlb cin rnype dyrp 'd xac xy` lk (ck zeny) exn`y zekfa iyy mei cr ipy meia dne oey`x meia
,mler ly eziixa zlgz `edy ziy`xa xtq z` mkl cbie ezixa z` mkl cbie (c mixac) aizk xn` dikxa

 . . . cenlzl dxyre `xwnl dxyr zexacd zxyr el` ,mixacd zxyr zeyrl mkz` dev xy`

(*` ze` my ziy`xa) minkg izty
mze` eniiwiy da miaezkd zevnd liaya `l` l`xyil dpzp `l dxezd `dc,dxez oeyla z`xwp ok lre ,

mihtey xtq e` ryedi xtq enk r"pta xtq zeyrl `l` dxeza aezkl el did `l mixac ixetiq ipd lk k"`

(10 'nr ziy`xa 'q) ipeygp - dxezd zeiyxta zebd
,dpey`x zixeaiv zevnk ycegd zyxtl `l epeekzd mzl`ya l"fg ik ,xnel xyt` zeppeazd ixg` mle`

mlerd z`ixa zyxt lr mlrpe mnexn l`xyi zaygnae dxeza dnewny ,dzellka mixvn z`ivi 'tl `l`

(d"k wxt '` xn`n) ixfekd xtq
 "j`xeae i`xea" `le "ux`e miny ixel`" xn` `lel`xyi l` eixac gzt. . . jiz`ved xy` jiwel` 'd ikp` ,

 ,l`xyi ipa zcr lk ea miaiige ea aiig ip`y dn jizeaiydmdipir ze`xa dfd cnrnd lv` xxazd xy`. . . 

(`:` ziy`xa) o"anx
 . . . wgvi iax xn` - midl` `xa ziy`xa`xa ziy`xaa dxezd ligzdl `ed lecb jxev ik ,da le`yl yie



llk dxez el oi`e xwira xtek `ed ,oencw mlerdy ayege dfa oin`n epi`ye ,dpen`d yxey `ed ik ,midl`.
cr dlawd itn `l` eixea lr rceei `le ,ze`xwnd on oaen epi` wenr ceq ziy`xa dyrny iptn ,daeyzde

jxev dxezd zlgzdl oi`y wgvi iax xn` jkl ,eze` xizqdl oiaiig eirceie ,dxeabd itn epiax dyn
`xa ziy`xaa,dege mc` zxivia zekix`de ,minid x`ye ipy meia dyrp dne oey`x meia `xapy dna xetqde ,

iyp`l witqie . . . miaezkd on dnily dpia oaei `l df lk ik ,epnn mc` yexbe ocr ob xetqe ,mypre m`hge
 ,dl`d miaezkd icrla dxezd'd dyr mini zyy ik (`i k zeny) zexacd zxyra mdl xkfpa llka epin`ie

dynl dkld mday micigil dricid x`yze ,iriayd meia gpie ma xy` lk z`e mid z` ux`d z`e minyd z`
dt lray dxezd mr ipiqn:

(`:` ziy`xa) o"anx
 ,dfl mrh wgvi iax ozpe,mc` z`ixa cr dxivid oipr lk xetqe midl` `xa ziy`xaa dxezd dligzd ik

eilbx zgz zy lke eici dyrna eliyndyeoekn dyrp dfd mlera mi`xapd zenewnd xgan `edy ocr obe ,
hlnp ecal mda wicvde ,elek mlerd on eyxeb m`hga leand xec iyp`e ,myn e`hg eze` yxiby cr ,ezayl

mdiieba mzegtynl zenewnd mdl eytze ,zevx`a mzexfle zenewna mvitdl mdl mxb m`hg mrxfe ,eipae `ed
:mdl oncfpy itk

htyn `ed ok ik ,evx` z` zyxl xg` ieb `eaie enewnn ca`iy ,`ehgl iebd siqei xy`k ,`ed ie`x ok m`
mlern ux`a midl`d . . . el e`hgi m`e ,delgpi ezceara ik erciy ,eicaer ea oikyde ,eicxen myn yxiby

mdiptl xy` iebd z` d`w xy`k ,ux`d mze` `iwz:

('` xn`n ,mixn`nd wlg - ziy`xa) `ciexa f"yxbdl jxc my
iax `eti` ol ipd` i`ne . . . z`f daeyz mr minikqn mlerd zene` ike mipaen wgvi 'x ixac mpi` oiicry `l`

.eixaca wgvi
dcrel daeyzd `l` ,mihil eppi`y epl eceiy mlerd zene`l dcrep `l wgvi iax zaeyzy cnlp o`kne

epnvrluny epl oi`y rcpy ,zepibdde xyeid zcin z` epa rehpl ick ,wcvae xyeia epl dpzip i"`y rcpy - 
i"` z` laiw l`xyi mry jka . . . wcv i` ly

(my ziy`xa) dix` xeba l"xdn
 ,`iyw df oi`e ?dxeza df aezky dxezd zeevn lv` l`xyil ux`d zpizp oipr i`n dyw izk`c z"`eiptn

ux`a zeielz dxezd zeevn aexyux`d oi` m`e ,ux`a dlez dxigad zia oipae zexyrne zenexz ixdy ,
zeevn lky k"b 'k o"anxde . . . "da zayie zyxie" dizk el`a ixdy ,llk zevnd el` epkzi `l l`xil

 ,"ux`d iwel`" ihtyn dxezayux`a `wec zekiiy od zevnd lky 'elk ,ony dxeza aezkl jxved jkitle
dpzp `ede d`xa `edy ,l`xyil ux`d d`a oicd

Rav Michael Rosenweig, The Central Role of Eretz Yisroel In Torah Life (torahweb.org)
Rashi's approach raises some fundamental questions.  Does the fact that our claim to Eretz Yisrael has been
challenged by other nations justify the need to project the basis of our sovereignty as the very first principle
of the Torah, even at the expense of establishing the Torah's halakho-centricity . . . . . .  The role of Eretz
Yisrael in kiddush ha-chodesh and its centrality in other pivotal institutions that affect all of Jewish life and
that have little or nothing to do with the technical sanctity of the soil of the Land stems precisely from the
same idealistic concept of  Jewish communal life that symbolically qualifies kiddush ha-chodesh for a central
role! Thus, the Torah did not abandon the motifs of halakho-centricity and of the opportunities and
aspirations of halakhic national life by first grounding our claim to Eretz Yisrael, but actually reinforced these
principles.  The Torah conveys that our identification with our homeland is a component that is critical to our
identity and to our spiritual-halakhic aspirations as a people.


