BEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY
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Rav Michael Rosenweig, The Central Role of Eretz Yisroel In Torah Life (torahweb.org)

Rashi's approach raises some fundamental questions. Does the fact that our claim to Eretz Yisrael has been
challenged by other nations justify the need to project the basis of our sovereignty as the very first principle
of the Torah, even at the expense of establishing the Torah's halakho-centricity . . . . . . The role of Eretz
Yisrael in kiddush ha-chodesh and its centrality in other pivotal institutions that affect all of Jewish life and
that have little or nothing to do with the technical sanctity of the soil of the Land stems precisely from the
same idealistic concept of Jewish communal life that symbolically qualifies kiddush ha-chodesh for a central

role! Thus, the Torah did not abandon the motifs of halakho-centricity and of the opportunities and
aspirations of halakhic national life by first grounding our claim to Eretz Yisrael, but actually reinforced these

principles. The Torah conveys that our identification with our homeland is a component that is critical to our

identity and to our spiritual-halakhic aspirations as a people.




